Intro to Staining

Bacterial Shapes: Bacilli
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1. Place o small drop of water [not too much]
on a clean slide using an incculating locp
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2. Aseptically add bacteria fo the water
Mix in the bacteria and spread the drop out
Avoid spattering the emulsion as you mix

;‘:‘n\e your loop when done.
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3. Allow the smear to air dry
If propared correcily, the smear

should be slightly cloudy.
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4. Using a slide holder, pass the smear
through the upper part of o flame
twa or three fimes. This heat-fixes

the preparation. Aveid overheating
the slide as aerosols may be produced.
or you destroy the cell structure
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5. Allow the slide to cool, then continue
with the staining protocol.
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Important note!

» OK to note observations of
cell arrangement

* NOT OK to base identification
on cell arrangement in intro
micro lab

Staining: Simple Stains

Apply basic sain [ €F)
S

Megativaty charged call Cell is stained

Acidic vs. Basic Stains

Bacteria have a sllgrll (<) charge.

basic dye acidic dye
color portion is (+) color portion is (-)

direct stain
indirect stain
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Basic (+) Stains

malachite green & safranin

Imethylene blue (+)
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Acidic (-) Stains

http://anthrax.radpath.org/Pathogen2b.html
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