
Intro to Staining

Fall '03 1

Bacterial Shapes: Bacilli
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www.cat.cc.md.us/courses/bio141/ labmanua/lab1/stbac.html

Bacterial Shapes: Cocci
diplococcus

(pair)(pair)

Dr. R. Facklam - CDC

streptococci

singlesingle

(chain)(chain)staphylococci

http://www.univ-rouen.fr/M2C/bacteries/infections.html

Bacterial Shapes: Cocci
sarcinae (8, cube)
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Bacterial Shapes: Spiral
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Making a smear

or you destroy the cell structure
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Important note!

• OK to note observations of 
cell arrangement

• NOT OK to base identification 
on cell arrangement in intro 
micro lab

Staining: Simple Stains

Acidic vs. Basic Stains
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Basic (+) Stains

methylene blue (+)methylene blue (+)
malachite green & safraninmalachite green & safranin

--both (+)both (+)

http://textbookofbacteriology.net/BSRP.html

crystal violet (+)crystal violet (+)
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Acidic (-) Stains
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